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The significance of play for human development:

Play is the leading source of development and supports the development of
human consciousness (Vygotsky)

Mature forms of play develop general learning potential (general abilities)
in children (Wgotsky, EI’konin, Davydov, Kudriavtsev):

e General creativity (creative improvisation, symbolization and etc.)
* Motivation

» Imagination

» \olition and self-regulation

» Understanding of the other person’s perspective

Pretend role-play orient children towards the universal meanings of human
activity, relationships and towards the sense of life (EI’konin)
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Criteria of mature narrative role-play
Social, co-constructed (2 and more participants)
Imaginative (based on productive imagination)

Creative (not stereotypical and repetitive)

Lasting in time (may last several months and develops over time (developed by
individual children, a group of children or adults)

)

Challenging (demands action at the highest level of play skills)

Has narrative structure (a storyline is constructed during play)

We understand children’s play as:

' Amovement from ‘thinking’ through body
movements and actions (gesture language) to the
thinking in words (concepts)

' A nonverbal form of narration - organizing ones
thoughts into a story form




Adults can support the development of play by constantly
enriching children’s experiences

- Extending the content (new ideas/stories) and the forms of
activity (storytelling, puppet presentations, dramatizations,
constructing shared playworlds and etc.)

Extending adult participation using indirect and direct methods
of intervention (showing interest, ‘in-role’ participation, modeling,
etc.)

' Extending the provision (new materials, self-made play things)

The content and the forms of activity are extended by

constructing (NEPL)
(NEPL)

Narrative environments for play and learning (NEPL) operate in the
frame of a story that creates the context for joint playworlds
(Lindgvist), for joint exploration and learning.

NEPL)
Lindqvist)

Creative drama methods are used in building (NEPL): adults and
children in roles ‘act out’ different adventures of the characters.
(NEPL)

The main goal is to involve children to the process of active
participation, experiencing (perezhivanie) and reflection that results

in learning and development.
perezhivanie),
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Steps of the construction of NEPL
NEPL

' Introduction of a new story through storytelling,
puppet presentation or dramatization

' Co-construction of a playworld (“in-role’ participation
of students)

' Reflection on joint experiences through
painting/drawing, oral storytelling supported with

puppets.

How puppet presentation and dramatization is different from
storytelling?

When observing story presentation children build visual
picture supported by oral storytelling at the same time being
emotionally involved in the events.

They are ’getting’ the story through their eyes, ears, heart and
later through their minds when thinking about it.
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Results: changes in children...

Children get new ideas for their joint activities .

They practice in playing and negotiating together: new themes,
ideas, values, points of view, new behavior models ,

Children start creating their own stories using the whole array of
different means: telling, drawing, dramatizing, making books,
making puppets, playing together with other children

llustrations (photos)

Photos from Play development 2. ppt

Puppets. ppt
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Results: changes in students

Genuine participation in shared play activities is very difficult for many
students (adults). This process requires “stepping out” of one’s own
understanding and “meeting” understanding of ‘another’. This is a
condition for growth and development.

The ablity to capture adult’s point of view and child’s point of view
simultaneously is necessary for a professional teacher. This ability is best
developed in shared play activity with children.

Adult participation in joint playworlds bring a significant step in students
professional growth as teachers

To make also slide shows 2
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